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countries sometimes do now. Today, these areas are regulated internationally, 
and there is a cost associated with compliance. Demands in many developing 
countries for labor, and the willingness of workers to tolerate these inequities, 
have exacerbated these tensions.

The plight of a thirteen-year-old Indian girl who was locked in an apartment 
by her employers while they went on vacation in March of 2012 illustrates the 
depth of this issue. The young girl had been sold to a job placement agency by 
her uncle, and the agency in turn sold her to her employers. She received no 

Source: Retrieved from http://www.freedomtomarry.org/landscape/entry/c/international. Used with permission from Freedom to Marry.

This map illustrates the varying opportunities available to same-sex couples to marry freely, an important 
measure of the willingness of countries to extend gay rights. While the number of countries granting 
unlimited marriage privileges is rather limited, many others are providing some form of protection for 
these couples.


